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SUBJECT: FNLA CLOSES DOWN THE OFFICIAL RADIO STATION AND BEATS 
UP ITS DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

1. LATE ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, HENDRIK VAAL NETO, THE HEAD OF 
FNLA'S LUANDA BUREAU, ENTERED THE GOVERNMENT-RUN OFFICIAL 
RADIO STATION AND DEMANDED THAT AN FNLA PREPARED PROGRAM BE 
BROADCAST WITHOUT CENSORSHIP. THE STATION DIRECTOR REFUSED AND 
VAAL NETO PERSONALLY DESTROYED SOME EQUIPMENT, INTERRUPTING 
SERVICE FOR 30 MINUTES. ON THE MORNING OF JANUARY 26 THE 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE STATION WAS KIDNAPPED FROM HIS HOME BY FNLA. 

2. BACKGROUND: EACH LIBERATION GROUP IS GIVEN 30 MINUTES EVERY 
EVENING FOR A POLITICAL BROADCAST, AND THEY ARE SUPPOSEDLY FREE 
TO SAY WHATEVER THEY PLEASE, SUBJECT ONLY TO EX-POST-FACTO 
CENSORSHIP BY THE SECRETARY OF INFORMATION. IN PRACTICE, THE 
FORMER SECRETARY OF INFORMATION AND THE LEADERSHIP OF THE RADIO 
STATION ARE PRO-MPLA AND SCREENED OUT OF FNLA AND UNITA'S 
PROGRAMS ANY STATEMENTS THEY FELT WERE DEROGATORY TO THE 
GOVERNMENT OR MPLA. VAAL NETO HAS FREQUENTLY PROTESTED THIS 
CENSORSHIP. THE STATION HAS ALSO REGULARLY ATTACKED AND 
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THE ZAIRIAN CONSUL. NONE OF THESE PROTESTATIONS SEEMED TO 
HAVE ANY EFFECT ON THE BIASED PROGRAMMING. 

3. SINCE THE KIDNAPPING THE CITY HAS BEEN TENSE AND APPREHENSIVE, 
FEARING A DIRECT CLASH BETWEEN THE GROUPS. UNITA MOVED TO DEFUSE 
MATTERS BY PREVAILING UPON FNLA TO RELEASE THE KIDNAPPED OFFICIAL, 
WHICH FNLA DID ON IANUARY 26 AFTER BEATING HIM SEVERELY. 

BOTH MPLA AND FNLA HAVE ISSUED COMMUNIQUES ACCUSING THE OTHER 
OF TRYING TO CAUSE CIVIL WAR. THE LEADERSHIP OF BOTH FNLA AND 
MPLA ARE ACUTELY CONCERNED ABOUT THE DETERIORATING SITUATION AND 
THE PROSPECT THAT THE OTHER WILL GAIN TEMPORARY ADVANTAGES. 

VAAL NETO, FOR EXAMPLE, TOLD US OF HIS FEAR THAT MPLA IS DISTRIBUT- 
ING ARMS TO UNTRAINED AND UNORGANIZED MASSES IN LUANDA. NETO TOLD 
ME ON JANUARY 28 THAT IF MPLA CONTINUES TO PROMOTE CHAOS FNLA MAY 
BE FORCED TO "ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY" FOR INTERNAL SECURITY 
FUNCTIONS. VAAL NETO DID NOT FORESEE CIVIL WAR, MERELY A NEED FOR 
FNLA TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER. 

4. WE ANTICIPATE THAT THE TENSION WILL CONTINUE UNTIL THE TRANSITIONAL 

GOVERNMENT IS SWORN IN JANUARY 31. WILL ENSUE, A SHORT SPELL OF 
OUTWARD HARMONY AND BROTHERHOOD, BUT IT IS ALMOST CERTAIN THAT 
BEFORE LONG THE BASIC RIFT BETWEEN MPLA AND FNLA WILL AGAIN BURST 
INTO THE OPEN. UNITA, AT THIS POINT, IS ALSO DEFINITELY HOSTILE 
TO MPLA, AT LEAST IN LUANDA. 
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